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The paper callea the «A greement of the 
People taken into Conſideration, and 
the lawfulneſi of Subſcription to it ex- 

. amined, and reſolved in the negative, 

by the Miniſters of Chriſt in KA Pro. 


a vince of La NCASTER. 


E His Aporimert being drawn up in the name of the 
People of. England, and by the Title of: the Book 
8 being tendered to.the Confideration of the People, 
SS as alſo-by a Declaration, bearing the name of his 
*EBYLA Excellency THOMAS Lord FAIR FAX, and his 
general Conncel of Officers, annexed to it, it is ſaid to be tender- 
. ed tobe People of England ; and the ſaid Declaration defiring 
that all good people of England Will cordially embraceu8t, and by 
Subſcription declare their Concurrence , and accord thereto, 
- when it ſhall be tendered to them, as is direted therein : And it 
being of univerſal Concernment, taking in, and deſpoling of all 
ory roy not onely of the Civil State, but of Religion: 
e the Minifters of Chrift in the Province of Lancafter, who 
have conſtantly and cordially adhered to the Canſe of King «vd 
Parliament both in the birt and ſecond War, and have oppoſed, 
according to our places and CO On late Scottiſh Engage- 
ment,'(by which many of us have 5 Serena: (eng 


Art rr 


2 noun 


. £2]. | 
been called therermto by theAutorityot Tarlan Le1 it)have 
not only fake; butpreſsdupon ourTeople boththe Jorrare 


Trofes7ateor of SMay,3641 .and fhe. Solemn League 4 OVEIL- 


2-4, mthe latter ofwhich we have bot ad our8ebveg Art. b. 


the cause therein (owenarnted, a/l the aligg.r af varies ator) 


avd corrtrritly to corttiritee a fart all, PAS? 19m; and tt 
rortole the SRI, a,007 rep fo or power, adzerut all lets and 


trnpedermnents whalioerer ard rrhal we are roledble owrsretres to 
SUPT es oror2rcr0Rde., fo reread and mate Anowmnttratrf nreay bo 
Lrs frerentad oarremored, Ard Art, 3. Pit are Shall alro xrith 
all faiihfulr ar, ertdlenr mtr heads egy” w/l rtrck aShare- beer orvhal 


he Troerirtraries NNIalionmanls,or rt An STTMCTYS, by 4 renting” 
Jon o%r)] Aunt oy Cromer y #7 v1JC nv&ſuuu cr. Uj ALL. [HED 4s HAVE Veen of 


ſpall be Incendiaries, Malignants, or evil Inftruments, by hin- 

dering the Reformation of Religion, dividing the King from his 

Peopfe, on one -of the Kingdoms from another, or. making any 

fatlien er. parties among the People, contrary to this League 

and Covenant ; do hold onrſetves bonnd\(our common intereſt, 
and relations, our ſpecial vocations, and our aforeſaid Engag « 

ments being eonſidered) not only deliberately to weigh, and re- 

ſolve, withour ſclves and one another, what to do in'xeference to 

this Agreement, but publiquely to make knawn our apprehenſi- 

ons concerning it, ax the reſolution of thoſe that may be in 

doubt about it, and\..t thoſe that are for it may have our Rea- 

ſons why we diffent frona it ; and: we Inuably and dearly entteat- 
our kighly honored and beloved, Country-men and Brethren .of 
akis Kingdom, into whoſe hand this our paper may come, a8 well: 
the Compoſers: and: Pabliſhers. of the Agrecraent, as thoſe to 
bs rep nar agrager te; de ; «> for rheir Snb- 
ſcription, more: eſpecially the Inhabetants of this Comnty, vato: 
whow drm ry mr yore rug wgr as Tr Liang | 
ad Boar and conſcientiouſly to. perpend: this ur. wa- 
rurely concemred, and {cried Judgment«: . © IE 


This Draught, called the Agrcemens of the People, beingi a 


Plarfon bf Stare-Governmenr, calculated for this: Nation; and 
©, more iannedately of a Poltucator Civil Conſideration; Oy 
andertaking 1s 002 to furvey, or.give oar Verdick; on: ws 3-4 | 
Ss, not yetfhallwe 

Mans 


i holds; forthdbvifively,, or by diſtinct Sedlions, not 
cxarams ary riang mit Polcicatly;orby the rule of: Stare: Maxis, 
eethe Laysot cho: Rena wer remietiut york. tw the! Named 
[7329 Wt « . - | States. 


ee ABS. - SO 
Seates mend Lowiyers of the Tand *:: Rate (hall deal wich + 5,0 0 © 
it as Chriſtians and Minilters, enquiring ynd decermining avcord--a72 5; Nene MN 
wg tour Talenc.how it may ſtand ot Freon with, che.diftates ſons, &c. and i. 
of Conſcience regulated by the Word of God: And in doing Mr Promes 
this, our method Weng: _ Togive 0, HON E: our Con- « op 
ceptions ypan the whole plot or irame taken tagether. 2, To 
ſpeak diſtincly and particularly to the Ninth Setion, which cone 
cerneth Religion ; whereupon we ſhall be the rather particular, 
becauſe ir is both more proper to our profeſſion, and maaxe profſ- 
ing to our ſouls. _ EO ao rs neg apnngetT 
For the firſt ; The projet of this Agreement is to place a 
power in the People, to alter when they will the Goyarnment of 
the Kingdom, to abrogate the preſent, and toeretanew form 
of Policy, and to be Lords paramount, or tranſcendental Made- 
rators over thole to whom the Government is committed, aſliy- 
ming to deliver them their Authority, to give them Lays, tp 
difanulthe Laws they make, to confine their Legiſlative power, 
and to oppoſe them by force af Arms when they ſee ggad ; and 
ro move them now to exert the ſaid power. This may appear by _ 
the whole tenor of the Agreement, and namely ia _that it repre-,, © 
ſents the People ardering the proſent Parliament to diffolve (4), tic & par” 
appointing #eW Repreſentatives of a new propertion-and Canſti- 
ton, (both in regard of places and perſons ekRing, ) and of the 


manner, times, and other circumſtances of Ele&tion (6), Which 4 Pag 8. par-  Þ 


are to have the ſupream trnſt in araer to the preſervation and go- tic, 2.&c. 
vernmenut of the Whole, and their power us ts extend Without the 

eqnſtus or censurrence of. auy ather perſon or perſous,to the exett- 

tg and. abolifhivg of Conrts of Juſtice, and publique. Offices, 

ava ta the evaitivg, altering, repealing, apd declaring of Laws, 

and the higheft and final Judgment, concerning all natural or 
cal things (c) , limiting the faid Repreſentatives from having c Pa. 24.part.8 . 
power tn many . things (4) , directing and reſtraining them.in «4 Pa. 24. par- 
matter of Religion (e ), and repealing all Laws, Ordinanges, and © *&& 
Staqutes, contrary ta the Libetty in Religion which they pro. © 9. 
vide (f ), reſerving in.themſclyes,ar any of them, power to refilk f pa.z7 part 4 
them by force of Arms.tnfome caſcs ( 2); And that ſ\uch a fandg- £ P.27,pait,1o 
mental change was in the Intentions of the Compilers, is evidens 

by the Declaration following it, which faith, ix contains rhe beſt 

and moFft hopeful Fouudgtians ” the Peace and future Well- 


2 Government 
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{ bPage30. * Govermpent of this Nation a 27 it they diſclaim'to med- 
$4”  _ » dlein any thing, ſave the Fundamental ſetling of that power (to 
_ -” wit, the Law-giving, or Judicial power over the: Kingdom) in 
 * . _. the moſt equal and hopeful Way for common Right, Freedom, and 
 iPapezz, Safety, as in thi Agreement t), © 

| Thi Agreement then perſwades the people to calt off, or de- 
poſe the preſent Government,to turn themſelves into an Anarchy, 
or jumbled multitude, to become a people without diſtintion'or 
order,to run themſelves into that confuſion which the Jevrs were 
brought unto by the Babylonian C aptvity, to be as the fiſhes of 
the ſea, as the creeping things that-have no ruler over them: (k ), 
and o fit for nothing but to be angled by them that defire to fiſh 
1 troubled waters, for ſo it follows. in the Text, they take up all 
| of them with the angle, they catch themin their net, and gather 
Verſe 15. hems their drags,(1) as though we were a colony,or company 
of -men; ſwarmed or broken out from ſome other Nation, .and 
newly landed in this Iſland, free and ready to ele&t-and ſet up a 
frame of a Common-wealth,ſfuch as weſhould like beſt. Unto all 
this we ſay; _ 
1. Weare a conſtituted Kingdom, a ſetled State, and under a 
lawful Government, which is very ancient, fully underſtood both 
by Magiſtrates: and People, and deeply rooted -in mens affeRions, f 
$ Dork by long habituated exerciſe, and the well-approved benefiges 
 - + * * 2. The Government weare under is good, wholeſom, equita- 
ble for the Conſtitnrion of it,ficly ballanced and proportioned, be- el 
inz reduced to the golden-mean, lying between Monarchical Ty- - 
ranny, and Popular Anarchy, . it hath had the general ſufferage to 
be one of. the- moderateſt-and beſt tempered : Governments in 
£E Aropes | 7 | | 
3- The form of Government which we have we are bound to 
own and continue under, not oaly by the fingle tye of the duty of . 
SubjeAs, burby the ſacred obligation of Oaths, Vows and Cove- 
#ants, into whieh we bave been called by lawfulauthority, pre- 
ſcribing or propounding chem to us ; asnamely, 1. The Oath of 

Allegiance , in which the Subje& ſolemnly ſweareth in theſe 

words, 1 ſball bearfaith and true allegiance to bis Majeſty, his 

| Heirs and Succeſſors, and him, and them, will defend to the ut. 

termoſt of my power, againſt all conſpiracies and attempts 7 ron 
ever. 


k Habak.r.14. 
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ſoever which ſhall be as 1. his or their perſons, their 


Crown or Din 2. The Oath of the Kings Supremacy,where- - 
mare theſe words, 7 ao promiſe,that from henceforth 1 ſhall beer 


faith and true allegiance to the Kings Highneſs, his Heirs,” and 
lawful Succeſſors, ani to my power ſhall aſſiſt and defend all 7#- 
riſdiftions, Priviledges, Preeminencies and Anthorities granted 


or belonging to. the Kings Highneſs,. his Heirs and Succeſſors, _— 


or united to the imperial Crown of this Realm. 3. The Vow and 
and-Proteſtationof 5 ſay, 1641. in which who ſo entreth into 
it;bindeth himſelf thus, 7 do 3 the preſence of Almighty God, pro- 
miſe, vow and proteit to maintain and defend, 4: far as lawfully Be 
I-may,With my life, power and eſtate, according to the duty of my | 
Allegiance his Majeſties Royal Perſon, Honor and Eſtate, as al- 
fo the PoWer and Privileages of Parliament, the lawful Rights 
and Liberties of the Subjett, cc, 4-Andlaſtly, The Solemn 
| League and/Covenant, wherein we with hands lifted up -to the 
molt high God do ſwear thus, Ye ſhafl with the ſame ſincerity, 
reallity and conſtancy,in our ſeveral V rations endeavor with our 
eſtates and lives, mutually, to preſerve the Rights and Proiled TED 
ges of the Parliament, andthe Liberties of the Kingdom, and to Fading "alſo 
preſerve and defend the Kings Majeſties Perſon and Axthority, that there have 
inthe Preſervation and Defence of. che true Religion, and Li- been, & baving 
berties of the Kiugdoms, that the world may bear witneſs with 1 cauſe to 


o#r-Conſciences of our. Loyalty, and that-We. have no thoughts or Fen Ph 


intentions to diminiſh his Majeſties juſt power or greatneſs. And even during 132 + 
it deſgrves to be remembred, that the Parliament; at their entring ſting in Parli- _ 


+. Into the Vow and Proteſtation, did it upon an apprehenſion, that 47ent , ende- 
| war's to ſubvert © + 


our Government was indanger of undermining, and laid:down |,” fendaniope 
their ſenſe thereof as one ſpecial ground of making the ſame, (2) ;,; * Laws » 
and both entered and led' the people into it expreſly for the pre- England 1 


vention of ſuch a deſiga, adding to the tye of civil duty,the religi- Iceland, and to - 


ous bond of this Vow. and Proteſtation, for the firmer obligng urgent Far 
of our llegiance to the Government : Andin the inſtruRtionsfor 7,1....1 1,4 
the taking of the Solemn League and Covenant throughout the 7y;qaical Go- 


"Kingdom, Art. 10. there is an Exhortation ordered to be made vijament by 


to all ſorts wo arr to take it, 4s that which they judg #ot only meſs pernicious 


_—_ but ( all things confidered)-exceeding expedient,.. ana ne x poo TT 


cefſary for all that wifh-well to Religion, the King and Kingdom (:; yin and © 
Po 10)8 a, _ | OO 4. CEnſpiraties ce 
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From chſe three CanfadalFa, a6 Promila welnkers | 
; Fir, There's oo place need argceafimn for ſuck an attempt as 
is the aboliſhing of the eld, - andxearing 8 8ew m10del of Goverar 
meine, 1 ets. QSO ASE IR 
x. Say, that ſome inveſted with the Government have heean 
faulty,thar's no ground for changing the Goverament, jf itÞe,we 
may run through all forms of pally, and ſtay innene, but ill be 
changing, for men will ſtill be found failing 5 our Governmenc 
being lawful and good, our courſe is (28 to this caſe) to pray that 
our:Magiſtrates may be good, as we are required by the Apoſtle 
1 1 Tiw.z 1,2. (),for unleſs it pleaſe God to giveus juſt and godly Magiltratos, 
_ *__- thebeſt Conſtitution will nothing availus, and if that were ab- 
tained, that which we have would ſerve our turn. 
2, Say,that ſuch deep wounds have been given lately to our 
Government in the of thoſe in which it was ioherent, as 
that the influence of it into the bady palitique may be far a time 
ſuſpended,yet we cannot think that the Kingdorp is Of is thoreby 
beheaded of its Government, if that Maxime we have eften keard 
of [The King never dyes ] be true, and that AR far the cantioutr 
ance of the Parliament, till it diffolye it (elf,be ill a Law, we can- 
not but conceive we have a Government aQuually inveſted, 2nd 
however it is, who can deny but till there is an obligation and 
right in-usto the Government? Andasit is a far eaſier way to 
reſtore the former Government to its natural courſe, then to re- 
moveit, and ſettle another ; ſo webelceve, if we of this Nation 
(hall find favour in the eyes of the Lord, he will raiſe it upggain- 
We obſerve ( if weunderſtand the Rewonftrance of his Excalen- 
Cy &c. of Nowemb.2o. and the Declaration of Novemb.zo, and 
the humble Anſwer.of fanuary 3. and the Petitian before :this 
Agreement, ) that the late proceedings againſt thoſe in the ſeat 
of Authority were aſlerted,and ppt an as neceffary,in order to. the 
mater of this Agreement, and if ſo, the ſaid matter cannot be ne- 
ceflary-by vertue of thoſe praceediogs; deſperate and ſucceflive 
things cannot really and' innocently. make each ather neceflary- 
And indeed antil the compoſers of this Agreement "" the fug- 
dament4] change of Goverment in it ſimply neceſſary, (which 
hitherto they. have not (that we know of ) aflayed to do) the pre- 
tence of neceflity for the aforeſaid praceedings, ſo far as it was 
built upon their tendency to this end, ſtands unſupported, which 
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-. 
we find acknowledged, That the late proceeuitos againſt the 
Parliament Members Was a conrſe in it ſelf irregular, and not 


juſtifiable, but beth by honeſt intentions for publique good, and” 


an extract dinury neteſfſity for the. ſame end leading therexnto, 
Now i the changesin thes Agreement be chat end, and publique 
good, and they'provenorar allneceffy, (no-not lawful, as we 
hope to manifelt): che: extraordinary” neceſſity pretended thence 


for thefe proceed gs. vaniſhech into nothing, - All that is particu- 


larly ſaid for the-needfulneſs of any thing in'this Agreement, that 
we lavemet with, is lad down, pry; 3. Since #herefore onr 
former-oppreſſions, and not yer endearronbles,. have bien occaſi- 
oned, rithe? by Want of: frequent Nationnt Meetings in iConn- 


cet, or by the mndye or unrqual Conſtitution thereof, or by rene 


dering thoſe Mectings ineffetuzl, We ave fully agreed, Fc, But 
the ſaperſtraQuee chat follows upon this reaſon(td wit the change 
of Government) is too large for this Foundation , che proviſions 
do far'out-reach the grievances ; which mghe eafily (yea and we 
think: only ) be remedied , the Government ſtanding as it doth, ef- 
pecially the rwo: of thofe three evils whickare (to oiit thoughts) 
_ urportant, the diſ-contmuance and ineffeftuaineſs of Partiaments, 
and for . the former already proviſion” hath been inde 
ſince / this. Parlianzenc, /arid no doubt what remains neceſſary 
tobe done againſt any of thoſe evils , the Parliament wontd care- 
fally provide for; ayappertatning eo {tif prefervarion.. n! 
Sceondly, Such art attempt would be very unſafe and full of 
danger, were there any oceafion of' appetrance of need' for ſach 
an andertaking;yea,it would be's very raſh and impolitick courſe, 
and prudence would fotbid it ; the'experience of all ages may in- 
ſtru&t us/how perillouga thing'itt is ro go' about to mnovare or 
make an alteration in'Govermnment: ahd how muck better it is 
fora people to-bear with many meonveniencesin a ſerled State; 
then to rim apor-the' milehicts chat afnally and almoſt mevitably 
ateend ſuch aichanges When the'ten Fribesrevolted from under 
Rehsboums Government, for the butthenſonmels of his fathers 


reign, ard deexaſe lis was tlireatetied to be more heavy ; oy 
wit 


got noeafe ror other gdvantape by that revolr,bur( together 


the loſs of their'Religion and their. God) «they involved chem: 
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but throngh manychanges, and at.laft by _ from under ' 
Shalmaneſer King of Aſſyria they. brought themſelves to utter 
ruine. | | | | 
- 3Ay, What ever power of taking away and new forming Go- 
veroment is conceived to reſt in thePeopleyet it is all one as to us 
oucOaths, Vows,Proteltation,andCovenant conſidered, by which 
we have faſt bound our hands from the ne: of ſuch a Freedom 
(were there any ſuch originally reſiding 1n us, ) theſe Oaths and 
Covenants whichwe have takenare to us far more reſtringent and 
ſtrongly engaging to keep to our preſent Government, then any 
ſ-cular reſpeRts can be to put on a change, in'as much as the fatif- 
fying of thoſe conduceth to the good or peace of theSoul 8:Con- 
ſcience; the proſecution of theſe refleReth only upon a temporary 
Commodity.If thePeople of thisLand,that are within any of theſe 
religious bonds ſhallattempt either wholy to take away the King, 
the Houſe of Lords, and the ancient Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 
geſſes of the Houſe of Commons, or any of them, or diminiſh any 
thing that is matter of power, honor, or .priviledg from any of ' 
them, then when they ſwore or proteſted, inherent in them, or 
put any power in themſelves, which they cannot have bur by 
ſome ſ{ubſtracion from the Rightseither of King or Parliament, 
how can they be clear from the great wickedneſs of perjury, or 
Vow-violation? So that theſe Vows, Oaths, and Covenants 
being upon us (as we beleeve all areupon many, and ſome at leſt 
BS upon molt of the people-of this Kingdom.) if this Agreement 
_ FA ſhall indeed be carryed on, and tendered to.us, cach of us (that are 
= + within any of them ) may anſwer to the offer of it in the words 
of Zephthah, 7#dg. 11.35. 1 bave opened my mouth unto the 
Lord, and I cannot go back, Let but the nature of an Oath be 
weighed, In ſwearing we callGod for a record upon our ſouls,and 
appeal to him to be a witneſs and judg of our truth and reallity in 
the Oath, by manifeſting himſelf either in mercy,or judgment ac- 
cording as we either with ſincere or treacherous intentiongunder- 
take, and according as we either firmly keep or perfidiouſly break 
the Oath : and dare any of us be ſach God-contemners, and ſelf- 
deſtroyers, as wittigly, or purpoſely, to vielate our: Oaths? If 
any unrighteouſneſs or ſin had born the ſubjeRt of theſe Vows, 
Oaths, and Covenants, we might be allowed, yea bound to re 
pentance; andrevocation of them that were. ſuch, but wo 
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' thing hath been or can be once alledged againſt any of them : V 
wonder that the Framers of this Agreement are in it ſoliberal i 
providing for the liberty of Conſcience(as they term it } 87 


conſciences. Say there were ſome inconveniences (though we 
finde none in the ſubſtantials of our Government) yet we, having 
devoted our ſelves thus-unto it, cannot alter any thing expreſt in 
theſe Engagements, without impiety, to be abhorred. A righte= 
045 man ſweareth to his own hart, and changeth not, Pſa, 15. 4. 
The League which 7oſ6#a made with the Gibeonites , and the 
Princes of the Congregation {ware to, theugh it proved to be to 
the publique loſs and prejudice, they might not break, and they 
anſwered the Congregation that murmured againſt them for it, 
thus, We have ſworn unto them by the Lord God of Iſracl, now 
therefore we may not touch them: We will even let them live,left 
wrath be upon us, becauſe of the Oath which we ſware unto 
them, Foſv.9,15,8&c- And when Sazl, four hundred years after 
this, i» his zeal ts the children of Iſrael and Fndah , had ſlain 
the Gibeonites, there was a famine in the days of David three 
Jears ( Saul being dead) for that his bloody fatt ; and ſeven of 
Sauls ſons were hanged up before the Lord, ere God was entreat- 
ed for the Lang, 2 Sam. 21. God hath heard our Vows (0), ns 
and thongh men do not inſiſt on, or would diſcharge us of them, 9 61: 5. 
yet the Lord our God will ſarely require them of us (p): A falſe, .,.. Þ* 
Oath is one of the ſpecial things that he bateth (q). He hath : Zech 3.20. _— 
aid, he will come near to men in judgment, and will be a ſwift 
witneſs againſt falſe ſwearers (7). Zeackzh the King of 7udab, , Mal.z.s. 
being made by Nebachadnezzar the King of Babylon to ſwear 
fealty ro him, though he was a forreign and heatheniſh Prince, 
and though the ſubjection_ was diſadvantageous to him, and tend- 
ed to wake the Kingdom baſe, that it might not lift up it ſelf ; 
yet Zedekzah breaking this Oath, and. rcbelling againſt Nebs- 
chadnezzar, the Lord ſent his Prophet with theſe tydings ; Shall 
he proper ? Shall he eſcape that doth ſuch things ? Or ſhall he 
break_the Covenant and be delivered ? Nay,upon this his breach 
of Oath, the Lord himſelf ſwears thus, e-1s 7 live, ſaith the 
Lord God, ſarely in the place where io King amelleth that mics | 
| © bums 


- 

him King, Whoſe Oath be de SIE Whoſe Covenant he brake, 
pps, him in the midfR of Babylon he ſhall dye ; neither ſhall 
Pharonh With bis mighty Army, and great company, makes for 
bim: Secing he defpiſed the Oath by breaking the Covenant, 
When lo he had given hu hand, and hath doxe ail theſe things, he 
ſhall not eſcape : Therefore thus ſaith the Lor#God, As { live, 

frrely mine Oath that he hath defpifed, and my Covenant that 


s Ezck. 17.12 be hath broken, ever it will / recompence upon p15 own head (s}. 


; Jerem- 34.17 


And again, when Zedekiah, the Princes, and people of /ernſa- 
tem, had made a Covenant before the Lord in hts honfe, to pro- 
claimLiberty,and let their Hebrew ſervants go out free,after their 
feven years fervice, according to the Law and Covenant of the 
Lord,” and had done accordingly; but afterwards, upon the re- 
treat of the King of Baby/ons Army from them, they had can- 
ſed their fervants, whom they” had ſer at ſiberty, to return, and 
brought them again into ſubje&tion, the Prophet thus denounceth 
apainft them from che Lord, Therefore, thus faith the Lord, ye 
have not hearkened unto me, in proclaiming liberty every one to 
hi brother, and every man to his neighbor ; behold T proclaim 
a liberty for jon, ſaith the Lord, to the ſword, to the peFti- 
tence, and tothe famine ; and I will makg you to be removed into 
all the Kingdoms" of the earth : and 1 witl give the men that 
have tranfgrefſed my Covenant, which have aot performed. the 
words of the Covenant which they had made before me; I will 
even grve them mto the hand of their enemies, andinto the hand 
of them that ſeek ther life, and their dead bodies ſhall be for 
meat to the folvls of the heavens,and to the beaſts of the earth\t). 
&c, New in this onr caſe ( which with the inverſion of the ters may 
beparaleF& to thetrs ) if we, having covenanted ſubjeRion to 
the Authority fet over ns, when we were in fears and dangers, 
(ball, when onr fearsare over, caft off that ſubjeRion, and. pro- 
chim to onr ſelves liberty from ir, and. preſume to abrogate the 
Government we have covenanted to preſerve, we provoke the 

Lord to paſs the ſame ſentence upon us. 

They that hold forth this Agreement to us, fay, in the Title, it 

is an Agreement for a ſecure and preſent Peace, upon Grounds 0 
common Right, Freedoms and Safety. But by. this Scripture, we 
know not howyotherwiſe to ſtile it, then an Agreement for ſure 
and (it may probably be) preſent trouble and mifery': and if ir 
| — = 
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ge on to be a National Compact indeed, we doing. the ame 
things with Zedckiah and his people , if -we have. cars to hear, 
we may hear the Lord pronouncing the ſame things upon us 
which he did upon them ; Behold / proclaim a liberty for you, 
ſaith the Lord, to the ſward, to the peFtilence, and to the famine. 
This is the Freedom, and not that which the Agrecmget ſpeaks 
of, which we ſhall purchaſe by it; And we earnclily, wiſh that we 
may not put the Lord to it, as thoſe reballious Jews did, when he 
ſaid of them, 7er.44.28. And all the remnant of Judab ſpall 
know, Whoſe word ſhall and, mine or theirs, Andas for common 
Right, which is another thing the Tizle of the Book holds forth, 
we may gather what Right wemay expeR by it, ſhould is he 
eſtabliſh'd, by our Covenant-breaking ; if we look into ano- 
ther Prophet, to wit, Hoſca, Cap. 10.4. They have ſpoken Words, 
ſwearwg falſly m making a Covenant ; this jrtagment fpringeth 
rp as Lemlock_in the furrows of the field, When we look into 
the tendency of this Agneement, and withal obſerve the, poſture 
in which it is publiſhed, before it a Pe::t50» to the: hong the 
Commons of Exglend, and behinde it a Declaration to the Peo- 
ple of England, in both which it is with plauſible terms and 
Rhetorical inſumuations flouriſhed over and fet ferth ; we remem- 
ber and make bold to-put in mind all perſons, named gr concerned 
in it, of that flying roul in Zechariabs Viton, the kngth whereaf 
is rwenty cubits, and the bredth thereof ten cubits, and the mean- 
ing of itt thus given by the Angel, T his s the curſe that goeth- 
for th aver the face of the whole carth ; for every one that fteab- 
eth ſhall be Cut off as on this ſite, according tot, and every one I 
that ſweareth ſball be cnt off 4s on that fide according toit. d Will oP: 
bring it forth, ſaith the Lord of hoftes,@uaq it ſhall enter into the | = 
' hon{e of the theef, aud wie the houſe of him that [weareth falſly 

by my name ; and it ſhall remain in the midſt of his houſe, and 
ſhall conſame it, with the timber thereof, and the ſtoues there- 

of (»). And let the ſpreading of this roul, and the mee vZech.5-2,3,4 

of this caſe, warn and deter ws all, chat thoſe very wag is Whi 

war lit up to the moſt high God, inour ſwearing to preſerve X | 
the Government we are under, be. not hft up againſt, or 

made inſtruments tg poll it down, left we involve our ſelves 

thereby in che Jarpe, Jalting, and conſuming curſe of that roul 
wiuch the Lord of holtes WI to bring forth, and execute 

C 2 | upoR 


Jerem. 44.28 


Hoſea 10. 4; 
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| Gen evey one where ever, npon the face of the whole cirth, 
- that doth ſuch a'thing ; ſo that if we fall ander this guilt, though 
we ſhould make a Covenant with Death, and an Agreement 
With Hell, it ſhall not ſtand ; but when the overflowing ſcourge 


 @*lfa.z8.15,18 y,nrÞ through, ve ſhall be troden down by it (x). 


And here, having ſo mich inſiſted on the ſtrongly obliging 
force of our Oathsand Covenants taken, we cannot refrain our 
{elves from exprefling alittle, what great heavineſs and continual 
ſorrow we have in our hearts for the- little care that's taken by 
the people generally of theſe their Oaths and Covenants,the com- 
mon prevaricating and departing of many from the ſeyeral en- 
deayors engaged to, in them, upon any temptation, either of ad- 
vantage offered, or danger and trouble threatened, and the re- 
miflneſs, backwardneſs, and indifferency of ſpirit in all (we ex- 
<cuſe not our ſelves in this) in relation to the hes of them. But 
eſpecially we know not how to hide or hold in the forrow and 
* thame that, even unto horror, hath filled our hearts and faces, up- 


on occaſionof the late proceedings, both thoſe _ the fe- 


cluded and impriſoned Members of Parliament, and thoſe againſt 
the perſon of the King deceaſed ; we not knowing how to cleat 
them from manifeſt difloyalty and breach of Covenant, and when 
we would comfort our ſelves with this, that our ſouls have not 
'come into the ſecrets of, or been united inany ſociety with thoſe 
ations, butever abhorred them ; our hearts are yet faint with- 
'in ns, when we conſider, how, upon theſe proceedings, our 


+ Chriſtian and Proteſtant profeſſion, the Way, and common Canſe 


we have ſtood for, the endeavored Reformation, and: the Nati- 
onal Covenant, we with others have entered into,are reproached : 
Oh tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not in the ſtreets of eAskelon, 
left the daughters of the Philiſtins rejoyce, leſt the daughters of 
the nncircumciſed triumph. 

Bat having delivered our ſenſe- in this firſt part of the whole 
frame, and general drift of the book, we proceed to that which 
we ptopoſed for eur ſecond part ; the examination of the nineth 
Section of this Agreement, which concerneth Religion; we have 
ſeen its contrivements in humane or civil matters, let usnoew ſee 
how it would deſpoſe in the matters of Gad ; and truly in this 

oo we may ſay to the promotes of it, as the Prophet 1/aiah 
\ſpake to eLhax the King, Hear ye now,is it a ſmall thing for you 

; Fo 
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to weary men, but will ye weary my God alſo 2) ? In. ſpeaking a 113i.7.13. 
to this Section we ſhall: 1. diſfe@ it, ſentence - by ſentence, deno- - 
. -ting,as we go,the flaws or faults we obſerve init ; 2: Tay down 
ſome of our Reafons againſt what we take to be the main import 
or projeR of ir, to wit, the difſettlement and free intermixture of 
Religion. | 
This SeAtion of Religien is divided: into ſour heads,” whereof 
-we (hall examine particularly the three firſt. 
It ss intended, that ChriStian Religion be held forth ang re- Agrzem. I. 


| 


v 
1a... 
i 

a 


commended as the publike Aras ven in this Nation. 1. How 


reſervedly,ſparingly, fearfully doth this Agreement own Religion? 
-as if it were jealous of engaging men to it, it dare not injoyn,. no 
"nor reſolve firmly on it,only it adventures to intend'ir;a word that 
enaQts,or puts not anything in being, imports nothingbuta waver- 
ing irreſolvedneſs and mutability. 2.How doubtfully deth it hold 
forth Religion ? Here's no reſtri&ion te true Chriſtian Religion , 
although there are ſo many, & ſo extreamly differing ways of Re- 
ligien which aſſume the ritle of Chriſtian; yea inſtead of ſuch a ne- 
ceflary reſtrition here's a plain imptication,( in that only Popery 
and Prelacy are excepted from being thus held forth,) That any. 
Religion ( Popery and Prelacy excluded) may be the publique Pro- 
feſſion .3.How pretendedly and meerly in ſhew doth it hold forth 
the-profeſſion of Chriſtian Religion ? for in the three following 
Heads it leaves praiſe free, and what groſs hypocriſie is this ? If 
a man ſhould propound to himſelf, and declare to others rhat he 
would profeſs Chriſtian Religion, but he would leave himſclf a 
freedom to practiſe any way, live as his liſt, were not this-in him 
the moſt deliberate, wilful and perfe& hypocriſie that can be ima- 
gined? Andis it not ſo ina Nation ? yet this 1s- the Agreements 
Profeſſion. 4.1s not this holding forth of Chriſtian Religion as the 
publique Profeſſion,being compared with the reſt of this Setion,a 
{elf-contradiction?for if zone ſhal be compelled to the publique pro- 
feſſion,bat may caſt it off if they will,as in the ſecond Head; andif 
men may both profeſs and praftiſe differentlyfrom that which(it's 
ſaid) (ball be publiquely held forth,as in the third Head ; if this li- 
berty be generally made uſe of, what becomes of the publique pro- 
feſlion ? how is it held forth ? and by whom ? And ſuppole it not 
Town to that, yet this Agreement neither tells us who it intends 
- hall hold it forth, nor by what aQts or means it ſhall be held Forms 
y — ut 
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endeavors; work ont a Reformation > Or muſt theſe be dlproſed 


| [14 

but on the contrary, denies the Regret to have the bigh- 
eff and one” ane concerning Yhings Spiritual or Evangeli- 
cal;and conſequently it cannot be done by them: and for a Church 
Repreſentative, or National Synod, or any other way of holding 
forth a publique Profeſſion, here is not the leaſt ſillable, but con- 
trarywiſe proviſions that make it morally impoſſible to be done, 

Agrcem. Which we dejire may by th grace of God be refarm- 
ed to the greateſt purity, in Doitrine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline, 
according to the Word of God. 1. Here are none nominated, en- 


- couraged, or authorized to take this work in hand, and we appre- 


hend che Repreſentatives, bcing not to have the judgment of things 
Spiritual or Evangelical, axe diſ-enabled to do, or fet others a- 
boutit. 2. Butin the three following Heads there are foll pro- 
miſes,that men may{ if they will)live unreformed, yea lay aide the 
very face and profeſſion ot Religion, or deform the Church of 
God in Doftrine, Worſhip or Diſcipline, without controul.3.We 
have Covenamted a Reformation in all theſg; but is this hollow de- 
fire, with long aQual grants of the contrary following it, all the 
keeping and ming of our Covenant that is intended ? It is 
no maryel thoſe words are left out [ according to the example of 
CIS Churches, ] for o $650 as thus, is 
without example or pattern in any Church or age. 4. It is Re- 
formation according to the Word of God, That the Magiltrate 
ſuppreſs the preaching of falſe doftrines, and exerciſe of talle Re- 
ligion, and that he command men to ſerve the Lurd, according to 
his own inftitution,and bring men co the means of thew: Salyation, 
which the follewing particulars deny him power to do. 

Agreem. The inftratting of the people whereunts in a publique 
way, (ſows be not cumpulſuve,) 45 alſs the maintaining of able 
Teachers for that end,and for the confutation or diſcovery of He- 
refie, Error and whatſcever u contrary to ſonnd doftring ,s alloW- 
:d to be provided for by our Repreſentatives, 1. Here 18 man- 
tion of able Teachers for the mſtcucting of rhe people in Chriſtian 
Rehgion, bat not a word of a Charch or Mimifiry for this, or for 
rhe building up of rhofe that are infinacted, or for the offering up 
of the Wonrſhip,the adininiſtration of the Sacraments and 
Diſcipline« Maft we have none of theſe things provided for ? 


y 
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aments or Diſcipline. 2: Here is confatation and 
diſcovery of Herelie, &c. ſpoken of, but no Church Cenſares, or 
Authority placed in any to ani ror out of the Charch. 3.Here 
is compulſive inftraRion protnbited ; the meaning of which we 
take to be, that none (hall be compelled to repair to the publique 
meetings for in{truftion, or to behave themſelves orderly therein 
fo that neither Magifirare, parent or maſter fhall bring thoſe under 
them to the means of their ſalvation, but give them the reins to 
ran on in ignorance, and all dammable ways. This one clante, if 
followed, is aleffon that may more inſtra& men ts irtelipion and 
irteformednefs, and more unteach men the Chriſtian Religion, 
then all the able Teachers, here allowed to be provided for by the 
Repreſentatives , can prevail to inftrat them to it. 4. Here is 
not ſo much care taken to promote the Religion, which is intend- 
ed publiquay to be held forth, as there is of giving advantage to 
other ways differing from it in the following Heads; for here the 
inſtruction of people unto the publique Religion, and providing 
Teachers for that end, ispat off, and referred to the Repreſenta- 
rives; but theliberty of deſerting it, and both profeſfing, and pra- 
Riſing contrary to 1t, is preſently granted and enaRted; and the 
L_ Statntesand Ordinances, contrary to that liberty, are re. 
PI maintenance of Which T eachers way be ont of a publique 
Treaſury, and We deſire not by Tyther. For this, we being in 
hand with matter of Religion, and this being but of temporal 
concernment, and chat our own, we ſhall not infift on it ; We ex- 
| to ſuffer irs fach things, and think & bur faitable when ourR e- 
Fon it fetf is thus deale with, as tn this Agrecmemt; only fecing 
that in this very page i ſaith, No Repreſentative ſhall in any 
Wiſe level mens eff ates,feftroy property,,5c, We mind it, to (ce 
chat it agree with it ſelf. £ 
Provided, That Popery and Prelacy be not held forth as the 
pablique way or profeſſion in this Natiov, 1. They are fomuch 
the more beholding to this Agreement, the ways tharare not thus 
held forth being betrer provided for, as we (hall ſee preſently. 
2. Then, any or all other waysof Religion, called Chriſtian, are, 
or may” be held forth as the publique way or profeſsion,: beſides 
Popery ard Prelacy; here ther) 8 # profeſvion of Religion yo a mt 
"Wa atitude, 
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latitude, and of a ſtrange party-coloured, and jarring compoſure, 


more like to the_mixtiire -of the cap in: the hand of. the great 
Whore of Babylon, or to the many headed and horned beaſt ſhe 
fits on, Revel. 17. then to the pure and uniform Religion of the 
chaſte Spouſe of Chriſt, 3. Why are theſe two only execpted, 
is it becauſe theſe are the worlt of all? doubtleſs there are other 
doftrines and ways that are held forth among us,or may be intro- 
duced asbad as the worlt points of Popery, 8 ten thouſand times. 
worle then Prelacy,(uch as theſe of the Anti/criptaurifts, Antitri- 
uitarians, Arrians,Pelagians,c. 4. Why are they only exclu- 
ded from being the publique profeſsion ? It they may be allowed 
to be profeſſed and practiſed, why may they not be comprehended 
under the notion of the publique profeſsion, as well, at leaſt, as 
ſome other differing ways? It they'be too dangerous or noxious 
for that notion, why are they not wholly exterminated ? they 
may burt as well, if they be permitted, as private profeſsions. 

T hat to the publigue Profeſſion ſc held forth none be compelled 
by penalties, or otherwiſe, but only may be endexvored to be won 
by ſound deftrineand the example of a good Converſation. 14 To 
the profeſſion of Chriſtian Religion none among us have been 
er are deſired to be compelled, but it hath been,and ſtill is judged, 
a neceſſary courſe to cauſe men that profeſs the Chriſtian Religion 
to carry towards it anſwerably, to bring men to the means 


of the knowledg of it, and to reſttain men from publique | 


ſcandalizing of it. 2. Compulſion by Penalties, or otherwiſe 
here forbidden, may include the Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures of the 
Church, the exerciſe of the power of parents over their children, 
and of maſters over their ſervants, in reference to duties of Reli- 
gion,and the rather,becaule it is ſaid, they only may be endeayored 
to be won by ſound dofrine, 8c. which words are excluſive of 
all other ways. 3. Here then {( if this ſhould ſtand) men might 
become Atheiſts, Recuſants, Sabbath-breakers, Blaſphemers, or 


What they will, and no man fay to them, what doſt thou > The 


former Court connivance of Popery, the prelatical indulgence of 
prophaneneſs,the Kings book for ſports on the Lords Day ſo much 


*:..-+7'-,-. cryedout npon (ince this Parliament, were but ſmall Gnats to the 
<> ſwallowing down of this;a horrible thing to be enaRted ina King- 
.-.- dom{ogenerally chriſtianized as this-is. ' 44 Then may no Court 


or Magiltrate conſtrain men'to take an oatb(ſuck as is uſed among 
$154) þ ; | , us) 
gone mienp 


uy: ; 
ns) becauſe in ſo doing he RA Chriſtian Religion. 5.How 
ſhould men be won to Chriſtian Religion by e's rt and 
good Converſation, when no proviſion is made to bring, or keep 
define to be ſound, and converſation to be religious. 
T hat ſuch as -profeſs faith in God by Zeſus (ChriSt (however 3 Head. 
differing in judgment from the Dottrine, Wor ſhip, or Diſcipline, 
publiquely held forth as aforeſaid, ſhall not be reſtrained from, 
but ſhall be protefted n the profe ſion of their faith, and exerciſe of 
Religion, according to their conſtiences, 1, Thus all the damna- 
ble Hereſies,Dodtrines of Devils, Idolatrous, Superſtitious, and a- 
bominable Religions that ever have been broached, or practiſed, 
or can be deviſed (if the perfons owning them will bur profeſs 
faith in God by Jeſus Chriſt) are ſerat liberty in this Kingdom ; 
nay not only granted a Toleration, but enfranchiſement, yeapro- 
teRion and Prone, and that injgroſs, without conſidering or 
knowing what is ſo allowed,and taken into Tutelage. 2.Although 
here is a diſtin&tion nſed berwixt the DoAtrine, Worſhip and Di- 
ſcipline publiquely held forth,and other ways differing from them, 
yet the deſerters of, and-contrary profeſſors.and praftiſers to the 
publique profeffion haye as much favor granted them (as to ſecure 
raQtiſe) as they have that embrace it, nay more. . 1. None are 
Forbidden to compel by penalties, or otherwiſe, to any profeſſion 
of Faith,or exerciſe of Religion,that is differing from the publique, 
how grols ſoever itbe in it ſelf, or eppoſite to it, only men may 
not be compelled to the publique. 2. None are prohibited to re- 
ſtrain any from the publique Religion, only men may not reſtrain 
from the Heterodox, or differing ways, though never ſo corrupt. 
3. No proteQtion is granted to thoſe of the publique profeſſion ; 
men may thruſt themſelves into the publique Aſſemblies, violate 
the Ordinances of them, and no remedy for it ; men may profeſs 
the publique Religion at their perils, but the differing. ways malt 
be prote&ted. 3. It were much more to the honor of the Name 
and Faith of God,if this liberty muſt be afforded, that men might 
have it without profeſſing Faith in God by Jeſus Chriſt, for the 
worft in the world will verbally profeſs thus much to obtain ſuch 
a liberty if they have need of it, and by their profeſſing thus, when | 
as both their real profeſſion, and their praQtiſe denyeth, oppoſeth 
and reproacheth the Faith in God by Jeſus Chriſt, the Name of 
God,and of Chriſt;and the true Faith are but the more blaſphemed 
and vilified. D Agreem. 


[18 OO WEL, 
Apreent. Tn any plare ( A rr AP a3 ſhall be ſtt apart for the 
publique worſhip where. We provide not for them anlef; they have 
leave.) 1. As youprovidenot for them, ſo you prohibit thetn 
not the place of the publique Worſhip, but rather by adding that 
reſervation; #nle/s hy bave leave, you make them capable of it, 
only they muſt carry favor with them that can give leave, and 
then ask and have. 2. If they (to wit, the diſſenters frem the 
publique,and advancers of another different profeſſion of Relig. 
on)may have leave;and upon it enjoy the places of publique Wor- 
ſhip, then may they by encreaſing thei hurmber come to juſtle ont 
the publique profeſſion, and then that whichin the fitit head was 
propounded to be held forth and recommended, ceaſcth to bethe 
publique profeſsion,and inſtead of being held forth;is pur forth a- 
doors. 3. Were thisa real exceprion, and tnighr not be retnitred 
by leave, yet it is lictle or no-abatement of the liberty,or preven- 
tion of the growth of a way to be deriyed the publique, if it tnay 
have free paſſage in any other place, yea if it find followers enough 
(as, if it be bad enough, it is likely to do.) it may become as pub- 
lique as that which hath that name, it being the concourſe of peo- 
- ple, and not the place which makes any ation or ſociety pub- 
que. 
| "Purvem, So as they abuſe not this liberty to the civil injury of 
ethers, or to atlunl diſturbance of the publique peace on their 
parts. Civil injury then of men, and breach of outward worldly 
peace, mult by all means be prevented, and rather Religion con- 
fined then it incurred,- ſuch miſcarriages may nullifie this liberty, 
bat ſpiritual, yea divine injury, the diſtarbance of the Churches, 
and conſciences peace and wealth muſt be ket paſs, yea prote&ted. 
Aﬀreem. Nevertheleſs it is not intended to be hereby provi- 
ded, that thu liberty ſhall neceſſarily extend to Popery or Prela- 
cy. Thisclauſe (as the former ) would - make a couritenance of 
being an exception,but indeed is none ;; for as it doth'not ſay, that 
theſe two ſhall be excluded from thisliberty, ſo it leaves it Arbi- 
trary, that it may extend te them, and conſequently leaves no au- 
thority in a11y. ro reſtrain them from it; if any in the place of Ma- 
piſtracy ſhould go about to abridg them of this. liberty, they 
might toon plead, where is your authority'? The Agreement pro- 
hibits not, it only faith, :hzs /iberty ſhall, nor neceſſarily extend 
05 but never avy Law forbade a rhing in theſe terms, st hall nor 
Dn ___"neeeſſarity 


neceſſarily be, The (ame, lus not &þptelt; miſt netds be 
granted of all other ways, to which this liberty is iritended ; ir is 
not neceffary it ſhould extend to this or that, beczuſe it is notne- 
ceſſary that this or that ſhotitd be. | « 
And becauſe the exceptions that we have noted by the way, 
upon looking into them, appear to us to be of no reality at all, 
but may be inſerted as colours and ſhadows to blind the eyes 6f 
men eaſie of belief, and to make them think thoſe mbre generally 
diſtaſted and exploded ways Popery and Prelacy are quite 
caſhier'd from having freedom, and that others are much confined 
by excluſion from the places ſet apart for the phbligue {eh e97 
We ſhall yet further give notice to the Reader, that rhele precend- 
ed exceptions(as to that purpoſe)are bar void aid frivolons terms, 
meer nothing, and that notwithſtanding them, Popery and. Pre- 
lacy ſtarid as free to be praiſed as any other different ways, and 
thoſe other different waysare as capable (if they cat bur get head 
ot favor) of thie publique places, yea of the ſtile of beige h212 forth 
as the publique profejſion is the Natioa,as any one that may ſeem. 
at this day to have the property thereof. For r.' The ſecond and 
third particulars of this Se&ion are p47. 27. and 28, declared to 
be' fundamental to our Common Right, Lilerty au Safery, and 
there being nothing poſitive in then to exclude either Popery or 
Prelacy from liberty and proteQion therein provided, or any dif- 
ferent ways from the publique places, (as hath been noted) the 
ſand inviolably by this Agreement entitled thereuntso; andiin caſe 
any Repreſentative ſhould take in hand to reſtrait them, they 
may lawfully by force of arms make reſiſtance againſt the Repre- 
ſentative, pag.27: part.10. of this Agreement ; yea'this being a 
fundamental, all they that joyn in and ſubſcribe the Agreement, 
bind themſelves to maintain chem init,p47.28. 2. Suppoſe there 
were ſomething in theſe ſeeming excepriotis, yet it'yaniſheth into 
nothing ; for if the Papiſts, Prelariſts, or aty other, do exceed 
them;none can take cognizance of it, or offer-to redice them iro 
the limits of theſe exceptions, for all Repreſentatives are forbil- 
den the higheſt and final jadgmene in Spiritual or Evangelical 
things, and if fo, then allother Judicatories and Magiſtrates muſt 
needs be denyed ſubordinate judgment or cognizance of ſuch 
things, under which all the aberratiofis in this matter are com- 
prehended, yea, and by this means wy other Religion OR 
2 c 
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as Judaiſm, Turciſm, Paganiſm, may yet ſettle it ſelf, and enjoy 
freedom amongſt ns by this Agreement, if it err only in Spiritn- 
al and Evangelical things, in as much as there is none that hath 
power of judgment over it to ſuppreſs it. We have but a 
word or two more by way of obſervation on this SeRion of 
Religion. x, 
We cannot but take notice, that the holding forth and recom- 
mending of Chriſtian Religion, as the publique profeſſion in this 
N ationgis laid down, not as fundamental to our Common Right, 
Liberty and Safety, but only as »ſeful and good for the publique, 
pag-28,whereas the ſecond and third particulars (wherein Liberty 
from the profeſsion of that Chriſtian Religion, and for a different 
profeſsion and practiſe from it is provided for) are laid down as 
fundamental to our ('ommon Right, Freedom and Safety, ſo thar 
by this Agreement, Chriſtian Rn, as to the Foundation of a 
Kingdomy'is a ſtore ſet at waught by theſe builders, though it de- 
ſerve to be the head of the corner; whillt Liberty to deſert that Re- 
ligion, and poſitively to prefeſs and praQtife in oppoſition to it, 
Liberty of Irreligion, Idolatry, Superſtition, Blaſphemy, Sabbath- 
breaking,Sedution,Schiſm,is of the Foundation , ſure the edifice 
muſt needs be a Babel, or confuſion, a principal part of the 
Foundation whereof is ſuch a Liberty as this; it muſt needs be a 
rotten building, where Liberty to Fndanentat Error is of the 
Foundation, » 
Once more,it is ſaid, as you ſee noted, that this Liberty i fun- 
damental to our Common Right, Freedom and Safety ; butlet us 
ask what equity there is in a liberty to iniquity ? Ina liberty to 
diſhonor and injure, the Name, Truth and Ordinances of God, to 
infe&t and deſtroy the Church of Chriſt, and the ſouls of men? 
What freedom js it to wander and run a whoring from God, to 
be led captive by ignorance, error and unrighteonſneſs ? And: 
what ſafety is there to open the fold for grievous wolves to en- 
ter in,and devour the flock, to give way to the poyſonous and tat- 
ing gangrene of damnable herefic,to ſpread without any corraſive? 
And was it noted of 1/ael,7#dg.5.8. They choſe new gods,then 
was War in the gates ? ; 
In thelaſt place we come to lay down Arguments or Reaſons, 
ſome of many ( that might be inſiſted on) againſt the relaxation, 
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or ſetting free of men to Atheiſm J and the fall liberty and pro- 
reQion granted to falſe Dofrines and Religions by this 'Agree- 
ment, in this Seftion. | ARE: On, by 5 
7, If the Scriptures may be our rule and judg in this matter 
(and to thoſe that admit of their binding autherity and deciſion 
we only addreſs our {elves )the ſiafulneſs of ſuch a Toleration,and 
maintenance of erroneous and irreligious ways,wil clearly appear; 
1. By teſtimonies ont of the Old . Teſtament, wherein there is 
more found for our dire&ion, becauſe (as we apprehend it) the 
Governors of 1/7acl, to whom the Oracles of God were then 
committed, had in this caſe received the knowledg and worſhip 
of the true God. - hs 
1. By the Commandments which the Lord gave-for the ſap- 
preſſion of Idolatry, and the puniſhing of Idelaters, Blaſpemers, 
and Sabbath-breakers, Dewt. 7. 5. 12. 2, 3+ 13+ I, 2+ to the ends 
1742,3,4,5. 7#d.2.2, Exod. 22.20, 31.14. Lev.24-13,14,15, 
I6, Exo4.32:26,27. Num-15.35. 

2.By the approved & binding examples of the people of God,and. 
of godlyMagiſtrates aboliſhing and deſtroying the monuments and 

means of Idelatry, and executing puniſhments upen Idol-Pricſts. 
and Worſhippers, blaſphemers of the living God and profaners. 
of the Sabbath, and commanding and cauſing thoſe under their 
authority to abandon ſuperſtition, and to embrace the trize ſer- 
vice of God. Gen.18.19. 35:2,3,4. Exod-32.28. 1 King.1 8.40, 
2 King. 10,11,24. 2 Chron.14.2,3,4,5. 15-8,12,13,16. 19.4+ 
23.17. 29.5, to theend: 30.5,6,12.' 3l-l,2,0c. 34+ 3, £09. & 
verſ.32,33. 35-2,3,0'c. Ezra 10.5,7,8. Nehe13.9,11,17,19. 
Yea, Gentile Princes, being convinced of their duty to the true 
God, have ſtraitly enjoyned his honor and ſervice, and mul&ed 
the contrary, Ezra 6.3, to 13. 7.13, to 27. Dani3029. | 
3- .By condemning and reproving the Toleration of corrupt 
ways of Retigion, 1 King.18.21. 2 Chron20.33. Hoſ.7.8. 

. 4. By predictions and precepts (appertaining to the''times of 
the Goſpel) holding forth the duty of thoſe that are in civil pow- 
er to promote Religion, and to puniſh the corrupters thereof by: 
that their powgr, 1/2.49-29. .Zech.13.3. 

And whereas ſome except againſt. the validity of thoſe precepts, 
prefidents,8c. as proper to the Pzdagogy of the Law and the Na- 
tion of. 1/74el, and not binding La us now under the Goſpel, 

= _ 


wwelay ts that, 1. Some of thoſe eorrimands 4hd priftices wete 


Gen,18.19. 
Gen.3 Go Bo 
Divines Amot. 
m loc, 


antecedent-t6 the Law given by Moſes, as thit of Abrahams, 
commanding his children, and bis houſhold after him, to keep the 
way of the Lord : and that of Jacob, requiring not only his houſ- 
hold, but all that were with him (amengſt whom it is ſuppoſed 
were the captive Shechemites taken, in the Chapter preceding, 
by the ſons of Jacob, who indeed were likelieſt to harbor Idols) 
to put away the ſtrange gods that were among them : And it is 
very remikable, that before any Law was given by 24oſes for 
the puniſhing of Blaſphemers and Sabbath-breakers, yet the 
people of Iſrael apprehended, and pur in ward, both the Blaſphe- 
mer, Levit.24.12. and the Sabbath-breaker, Namb. 15.34. un- 
eil the minde of the Lord niight be ſhewed them, having ſo much 
in them by the light of nature, and the rules of the moral Law 
they were acquainted. with., that ſuch were to be puniſhed. 
2. We have no other Inſtitution of Magiſtracy under the Gofpel 
then thatwhich was before,nor find we in the newTeſtament any 
abrogation or alteration of what was before time comitred to'the 
Magiftrate, but civilauthority continues Gods Ordinance by ver- 
tne of that appointment from the beginning ; neither is any thing 
detrated from his comtniſfien that was at firſt in it: 3. No 
Reaſon-canbe aſſigned, why thoſe evils in Religon ſhould be then 
puniſhed, and not now; «they. are no leſs fins now, then they 
were then; they- are as diſhonorable, and hateful to God; 
and as baneful to the ſouls of men, now; as they were then. The 
Reaſons given for their puniſhmenr'then (as* that they are very 
enſharing if allowed- to be among the ſcrvantsof God, 1d. 2. 3. 
Exod.34.12,13. that they tended'to inrn men away from the 
Lord their God, and to thrult them out of his way, and that to 
puniſh them is to pmt the evil away'from the people, and to pro- 
cure that all 1/-ae/ may hear and fear, and do no more ſ1ch Wicks 
edneſs, Dent.13.5,11.) they-are moral, and ſtill obtain {trengrh; 
Error-and falſe Rdigion have nor lo their enfnaring'nature, nor 
aremennow: more wiſe and ſtedfalt in the truth then they have 
been. 4-- What'iis now fundamental to common-richt, liberty, 
and ſafety, was ſo in thoſe former days, and we- may not think 
that the Lord'would havegiven ſuch {tric and Nanding Laws to 
higpeople, in marcers of Religion, if libertyitherein-had been in- 
deed fundamentatito commort right; freedom and ſafety, as this 
Aptecment pretendeth. = 2. By 
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2. By Mithorities out of the Nev Teftarient, 

7. The deſcription of the Magiſtrates power and diity extend- 
eth to the ptocurefnent of good, and avengement of evil indefi- 
nitely without any reſtriftion ; and thete being no limitation of 
this good, and evil, in this or any other text, we muſt needs 
hold to that approved rule of interpreting Scripture, which is 
not to diſtinguiſh, ot limic the ſence, when the holy Ghoſt doth 
not. | 

2. The duty of Chriſtians, in relation to their Rulers, is, ro 
pray for them, (to wit, fot their Coverſion; as appears by v.3,4.) 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in- all godlineſs and 
honeſty : A Chriſtian Magiſtrate then as ſich (and conſequently 
by the power of his Magiſtracy) is to aſſiſt, and promote, not 
only honeſty and juſtice towards man, but godlineſs and piety to- 

wards God. _ Fi : PL 
3. Parents and Maſters of Farmilies, whoſe power is of the 
ſame natare (that is, civil and external) with that of the Magi- 
ſtrate, they are enjoyned to exclude and expel 97 of their houſes 
falſe Teachers, and then by Analogy, or proportion, the Magi- 
ſtrates are to proſecute ſuch, and extertninate-them out of their 
ſtate. No Reaſon can be yeelded why the leſs extenſive and infe- 
rior power ſhould be thus tyed, and impowered, tooppoſe He- 
rericks, and not the larger and ſuperior of: the Magiſtrate : only 
the Apoille might forbcar to mention it of the Magiſtrates, they 
being at that time generally uinchriſtian. $408 

4. ' The Holy Ghoſt fotetelleth, that thoſe 22” Kings Which do 
firſt give their power avd ſtrength unto the beaft, and do make 
war with the Lamb, being evercomet by him , ſhall hate the 
whoye, and ſhall make her deſolate and naked, and ſpall eat her 
fleſh, and ſpall burn hey With fire ; that is,ſhall deſtroy the Romar 
Antichriſt, or Rome Antichriſtian ; and that not only as the 
beaFt, having civil dominion, bit as the great Whore, { that is) 
as a corrupter of Religion, by yes and idolatry ; and a ſeducer 
of the Kings a1d inhabiters of the earth to her falſe Religion - 
But how (hall they lawfully do this, if Kings and States have no 
ſword, powet, or duty to command, enfotce, and puniſh, in the 
cauſe of 'Religioh, | 3241] 2 lo gi2 Cal 


2. Having thus (we hope) ſaffiviently confirmed the unwar- 
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falſe dotine, and perverſe ways, by Scripture authority, we ſhall 


for a cloſe tender to conſideration: 

7... How can thoſe Caveats, given us by our bleſſed Saviour, 
and his Apoſtles,To beware of falſe Prophets ; To take heed and 
beware of the leaven of the Phariſees, and of the Sadduces;, To 
mark them Which cauſe diviſions, and offences, contrary to the 
dotrine received, and to avoyd them : If any man preach any 0- 
ther Gofpel, then that We have received, to Anathematize him : 
To beware of dogs, evil workers, aud of the conciſion : To keep 
our ſelves frem Idols : and many others. How can the obſerva- 
tion, and the praftice of theſe, and a ſubſcription, and grant of 
ſuch a liberty, conliſt together ? 

2. How can'we do this, and yet be true to our Covenant, 
wherein we ſtand bounden ſincerely, really and conflantly to en- 
deavor, in our ſeveral places ana callings, the . Reformation of 
Religion, in the, Kingdoms of England, and Ireland, in doftrine, 
Worſhip, Diſcipline , and Government : Tobring the Churches 
of Gel in the three Kingdoms, to the neereſt Conjuntlion and 
Unifermity in Religion, Confeſſion of Faith, Form of Church- 
Government, and Catechiſing ; That We ſhall in like manner, 
Without refþelt of perſons, endeavor the extirpation of Popery, 
Prelacy, Superſtition, Herefie, Schiſm, Profaneſs, and whatſo- 
ever ſhall be found to be contrary to ſound doftrine, and the power 
of goalineſs ? | 

3. Indoing this thing ſhall we not fail, deſert,and give up that 
Cauſe for which defenſive Arms were taken up by the Parliament 
and Kingdom ; for the maintenance of which ſo many lives have 
been adventured, ſo much blood hath been ſpilt, ſach miſeries 
have been waded through in the late Wars, yea, ſo many prayers 
put up, and Faſts publique and private obſerved, one main (if not 
the firſt and principal) part ef which Cauſe was the Vindication 
and Defence-of Religion ? And {hall we thus improve and requite 
all the wonderful ſucceſſes and deliverances wherewith the Lord 


. of hoſtes hath owned, and pleaded this Cauſefor us, and anſwer- 


ed our deſires therein ? ; 

4. What advantage would this liberty give to our,and religions 
enemies,to open their mouthes in reproaches, & blaſphemy againſt 
our way ; Who: have formerly objeRted againſt us, That our de- 
ſigne was to promote private fancies, to introduce a pas: 

© 


| I 33 G | 
of Religion, and to'ſubyert (31. y ; and whom we have 
charged with « cup filled up to the brim of * Apotucy, Atheiſm, 
Idolatry, Blaiphemies, and Profaneſs? 5 We 

5. Shall we not aſperſe all the penal Laws of the Land,and all the 
judicial proceedings that have beep upon them ſince the Reforma- 
rion againſt Seminary Prieſts, Jeſuits, and P-piſts, or any,other, 
juſtly ſuffering in matter of Religion, as ads of higheſt injuſtice, 
being againſt che Fundamentals of common Right, Freedom,” and 


Decla. of beth 
Kingdoms. p. 4 


Safety ? 
Laftly, Willnot this Liberty, reduced into praftice, be indan- 


ger, not only to deface, defile, rend, and etnmble co nothing our 
Churches, but to fill the Kingdom full of FaRtionsand Tumults, 
and tend to the overthrow. of the Magiſtrates power in. civil 
things, and that men havipg orice got head, and-immunity in the 
things of God, will proceed te introduce a lawleſaeſs and; impu 
nity in humane Intereſts; the Commandments of beth Tables be. 
ing ſo united and enwreathed. in one, that they ſtand andfall to- 
gether, and the violation of one hath an influence upon all ; 'and 
it being ſo cafie for men willing to err, to entitle any civil excra- 
vagancy, not only to Conſcience, but to Faith and Religion? , _ 
We have thus, in the uprightneſs of our hearts, delivered.oyr 
Judgment concerning. this Agreement, and Subſcription to. it ; 
not affecting Diviſion, or Faftion, but vehemently defiring and 
ſeeking a religious Peace, and right agreement of the people; not 
intending any diſreſpeCtive reflexion upon the perſons of any, but 
heartily deſiring the true honor,afhd happineſs of all; -and endea- 
voring, according to out places, to prevent the great evils that 
we pre-apprehend will enſue, if this Agreement ſhould be carried 
on. As for us, we ſhall not (we truſt) fin againFt the Lord, in 
ceaſing to pro for you our dear Flecks, and the reſt of the Chur- 
ches of Chriſt in theſe Kingdoms of England and Ireland, that 
he would dire& your courſe in this caſe of {bo weighty and fandx- 
mental an importance : and we bave herein endeavored to ſhew 
you the good and the right way: And having layd before you 
thoſe Grounds upon which we profeſs our diſagreement and diſ- 
ſent tothe ans 54 Agreement of the People : We teſlific 
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for a cloſe tender to: conſideration: 

T.. How can thoſe Caveats, given us by our bleſſed Saviour, 
and his Apoſtles,To beware of falſe Prophets ; To take heed and 
bewarg of the leaven of the Phariſees, and of the Saddnces ; To 
mark them Which canſe diviſions, and offences, contrary to the 
doftrine received, and to avoyd them : If any man preach any o= 
ther GoFpel, then that We have received, to Anathematize him : 
To beware of dogs, evil workers, aud of the conciſion : To keep 
our ſelves from Idols : and many others. How can the obſerva- 


tion, and the praQtice of theſe, and a ſubſcription, and grant of 


ſuch aliberty, conliſt together ? 

2. Howcan'we do this, and yet be true to our Covenant, 
wherein we ſtand bounden ſincerely, really and confantly to en- 
deavor, in our ſeveral places and callings, the . Reformation of 


Religion, in the, Kingdoms of England, and Ireland, in dottrine, 


ary Di copenes and Government : Tobring the Churches 
of God, in the three Kingdoms, to the neereſt Conjuutlion and 
Unifermity is Religion, Confeſſion of Faith, Form of Church- 
Government, and Catechiſing ; That We ſhall in like manner, 
Without refþett of perſons, endeavor the extirpation of Popery, 
Prelacy, Superſtition, Hereſie, Schiſm, Profaneſs, and whatſo- 
ever ſhall be found to be contrary to ſound dottrine, and the power 
of godlineſs ? 

3. Indoing this thing ſhall we not fail, deſert,and give up that 
Cauſe for which defenſive Arms were taken up by the Parliament 
and Kingdom ; for the maintenance of which ſo many lives have 
been adventured, ſo much blood hath been fpilt, ſach miſeries 
have been waded through in the late Wars, yea, ſo many prayers 
put up, and Faſts publique and private obſerved, oze main (if not 


the firſt and principal) part ef which Cauſe was the Vindication 


and Defence of Religion ? And {hall we thusimprove and requite 
all the wonderful (acceſſes and deliverances wherewith the Lord 


. of hoſtes hath owned, and pleaded this Cauſefor us, and anſwer- 


ed our defires therein ? a0 
4. What advantage would this liberty give to our,and religions 
enemies,to open their mouthes in reproaches, & blaſphemy againſt 
our way ; Who- have formerly objefted againſt us, That our de- 
ſigne was to promote private fancies, to introduce a Oy 
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of Religion, and torſubyert 4 [Bw and whom we have 


charged with cup filled fre brim of * Apoſtucy, Atheiſm, 
Idolatry, Blafphemies, ana Profaneſs? S v7 
5. Shall we not aſperſeall the penal Laws of theLand,and all the 
judicial proceedings that have beep upon them ſince the Reforma- 
tion againſt Seminary Prieſts, Jeſuits, and P-piſts, or anyother, 
juſtly ſuffering in matter of Religion, asadts of higheſt injuſtice, 
being againſt the Fundamentals of common Right, Freedom," and 
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ger, not only to deface, defile, rend, and tumble co nothing our 
Churches, but to fill the Kingdom full of -FaRionsand Tumults, 
and tend to the overthrow. of the Magiſtrates power in. civil 
things, and that men havipg once got head, and-immunity in the 
things of God, will proceed ts introduce alawleſaeſs and; wa 
nity in humane Intereſts; the Commandments of beth Tables be- 
ing ſo united and enwreathed in one, that they ſtand and'fall,to- 
gether, and the violation of one hath an influence upon all ; and 
it being ſocaſie for men willing to err, to entitle any civil extra- 
yagancy, not only to Conſcience, but to Faith and Religion? , _ 
We have thus, in the pprightneſs of our hearts, deliveted.our 
Judgment concerning this Agreement, and -Subſcription to. it ; 
not affeQting Diviſion, or Fafion, but vehemently deſiring and 
ſeeking a religious Peace, and right agreement of the people; not 
intending any diſreſpeCtive reflexion upon the perſons of any, but 
heartily deſiring the true honor;ahd happineſs of all; -and endea- 
voting, according to out plices, to prevent the great evils thar 
we pre-apprehend will enſue, if this Agreement ſhould be carried 
on. As for us, we ſhall not (we truſt) ſin again the Lord, in 
ceaſing to pray for you our dear Flecks, and the reſt of the Chur- 
ches of Chriſt in theſe Kingdoms of Erg/ard and Ireland, that 
he would dire&t your courſe in this caſe of ſo weighty and fandxF- 
mental an importance ; and we bave herein endeavered to ſhew 
you tho good and the right way : And having layd before you 
thoſe Grounds upon which we profeſs our diſagreement and diſ- 
ſent to the Bookcalled the Agreement of the People : We teſlific 
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